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‘The Activities of the Friends of
Dard Hunter

Paul Denhoed

The Friends of Dard Hunter was formed in 1981 with the goal of
supporting, preserving, and providing for the safekeeping of Dard
Hunter's collection of artifacts, tools, and the paper samples he
acquired while scouring the globe in the 1920s and 30s, documenting
hand papermaking. The efforts of the Friends helped the collection to
find a new home, in 1992, in the Robert C. Williams Paper Museum
where it is featured today. Nearly three decades on, the group
continues to honor and value Hunter's collection as both an important
part of the world’s cultural heritage and as a valuable aid in
educating its members and the general lay public abourt the arts that so
captivated Hunrter: papermaking, bookmaking, printing, typography,
and related arts. Additionally, the Friends rally around Hunter's
collection and the endeavor that it represents, as a beacon to foster the
continued practice of, and contemporary innovation in, these very
same arts.

The group has developed into what may today be called the world’s
premiere organization for paper enthusiasts, with close to 400
members worldwide. The diversity among its members is striking.
Members produce paper, books, and related paper art, artists books,
limited edition prints, and printings. They produce the tools (some
might say works of art in their own right), or distribute the various
equipment and materials required to make paper and books by hand.
Members archive, conserve, and repair a wide assortment of
documents, art, and artifacts. They initiate and implement outreach
and educational programs in various towns and cities across America,
as well as in diverse countries including Tibet, Ghana, Ecuador,
Mexico, the Philippines, and other places around the world, teaching
papermaking and bookmaking as a way to enrich lives and
communities. They work to bridge the gap between hand and machine
papermaking through the exchange of ideas and technologies from one
area to another. Members travel, research, and publish their indings
on various aspects of historical and contemporary paper-and
book-related endeavors, both in America and around the globe in
faraway places including China, Cuba, Japan, Egypt, Italy, and Nepal.

The members live in widespread places across the continent, and
even around the world. In place of frequent regular meetings, a
triannual newsletter fosters the exchange of ideas, experiences, and
opinions between members. Further opportunity for such exchange is
provided at an annual meeting, where members gather to conduct an
intensive series of lectures, demonstrations, workshops, and
exhibitions.

The Friends of Dard Hunter follows in Hunter’s footsteps, burt also
forges new paths into heretofore unknown or unexplored areas,
produces new visions and forms of creative expression, and fosters new,
unprecedented connections between various fields of endeavor,
utilizing papermaking and book arts to enrich the human experience.

Paul Denhoed began his study of washi in Japan in 2002 as a Monbukagakusho
Scholarship Research Student. He continues to visit papermaking studios across
Japan, document his research through published articles, as well as lecture and teach

in North America. A longtime Friends of Dard Hunter member, he is currently the

organization's Vice President of Publications.
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