Oguni Washi Papermaking &
Snow Bleaching Workshop Event

Number of Participants: 2-5
Cost/participant: ¥s5000 (introductory offer)
Duration: 1.5 days

Date: March 9/10, 2024

Overview

Spend a day and a half in Oguni, Niigata, learning
about the traditional craft of papermaking (washi).
Learn, in English, how traditional Japanese paper is
made, and try your hand at making sheets of your
own that you can take home at the end of the
workshop. Experience snow bleaching, and make a
mini lantern with paper you have made yourself. All
of this in a picaresque countryside setting.

Itinerary Details

We will meet at the ticket gate in Nagaoka station at 12:30 pm
on March 9, and travel by car to Oguni (a trip of about 45
minutes). — Jump to notes for travel to Nagaoka

Please arrive at Nagaoka station having already eaten lunch.

Once we arrive in Oguni, we will take a short tour of Oguni
Washi Papermaking Workshop, and meet Mr. and Mrs. Imai,
who run the studio. An introduction to papermaking in Oguni
will be offered, followed by an opportunity to try your hand at
making traditional Ogunigami (29 x 39cm/11.4x 154 in).
There will be plenty of time to practice and make a small pile

of sheets, with expert guidance closes at hand.

DERREOMIEE « HWHL

D=9 FANY b

SIS 2~54

ZNEE : ¥55000  (BIEIREHIME)
e 1.5H

BfEH @ 20244E3H9H/10H

i

PREO/NECIHEZBI L, BHRILET
HAHMBEICOVTELEL 1) BHNZ
O Z T2 HFETHENY, 7= av T
DRBICIZHD TR E2 R LIRS 2 &
DTEET, FML2HEBRL, BoTHEV:
eI %2ES, &TIFEL VHEES
DHT,

Lo

iRt

IH D 12RO SALITICEA L T EA
Bl (FrEkefiass) o R E TOBEIEZ SR
— RIA~OBH)

BEZFEETRMBUCEB]RL 230,

ANENCEIER DEARE DS 2 B L, TEZEST
LH5HIATREPENZ FT, NETORMEE 12D
WTOBMAEZIT, 20K, BHNZ/NERT
(29X39CM/11.4X15.44 v F) {Eh %k L %

To W21 2KTHROIMIESHRBETIEAR ] K
BZOBEZHE L, KFENICE—MIBbESL Z &
WTEET,




Around 5:00pm, we will wind things down for the day, and
return to Nagaoka by car.

Rooms (including breakfast but not dinner) have been reserved
at Hotel Business Inn Nagaoha. For ease of travel, we
recommend staying here, but if you wish to find your own
accommodation, please let us know at the time of registration.

The next morning, we will gather at 8am, and once again head
to Oguni. Once there, we will work at snow bleaching.

The opportunity to view/participate in the snow bleaching process
is rare. Snow bleaching is a traditional process by which the
colour of a material is whitened or lightened by exposing it to the
snow and/or cold. Details vary, but most regions of Japan with
heavy snowfall have some kind of snow bleaching history. It has
been used to lighten the colour of woven fabric and various fibres.
Though the English translation for the process includes the word
bleach, the process is completely natural.
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* — Please note that snow bleaching is weather dependent. As

aresult, there may be a last minute change, and refunds due to
the weather will not be possible.

After abreak, we will work at drying the sheets made the
previous day.

We will enjoy a simple bento lunch together at Oguni Washi
(please provide any dietary restrictions upon registration).
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After lunch, we will have a mini lantern workshop, and check
on the snow-bleached fibre.

Later in the afternoon there will be time for Q&A while we
look over a variety of washi samples (both contemporary and
historic). We will also pack up our papers, and have a chance to
buy Oguni Washi products.

Around 4:00pm, we will wind things down, and return to
Nagaoka station by car.

Decide on your own if you want to stay on longer in Nagaoka
(— Jump to list of local attractions), return to Tokyo, or travel
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Itinerary Overview
DAY 1
12:30  Meet at Nagaoka Station
12:45-1:30  Travel to Oguni
1:30-2:00  Studio Tour/Intro
2:00-5:00  Papermaking
5:15-6:00  Travel to Nagaoka
Spend night in Nagaoka
DAY 2
8:00  Meet at Nagaoka Station
8:15-9:00  Travel to Oguni
9:00-10:15  Snow Bleaching
10:15-10:45  Tea Break
10:45-12:00  Drying
12:00-1:00  Group Lunch (bento)
1:00-2:00  Mini Lantern Workshop
2:00-2:30  Retrieve Snow Bleached Fibre
2:30-4:00  Q&A<Washi Sampless Wrap-up
4:15-5:00  Travel to Nagaoka
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 Itinerary contents and schedule are approximate and
subject to change.
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Your Guide

Paul Denhoed

Paul, originally from Toronto Canada, is a washi researcher and
papermaker who has lived in Japan for 20+ years. He has a close
working relationship with the Imai family. Paul is a native
English speaker and also fluent in Japanese. Although not a
professional interpreter, he will facilitate communication
between Mr and Mrs Imai and workshop participants.
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Your Hosts

Hiroaki and Chihiro Imai

The Imais followed Chihiro’s parents into the paper-making
world beginning over 25 years ago. They have both travelled to
various locations (around Japan and abroad) to demonstrate
washi papermaking, and have a robust workshop program at
the studio. Their friendly and generous demeanor makes them
great teachers and excellent hosts.
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What's Included?

The workshop fee includes:

» Transportation by car between Nagaoka and Oguni

+ Studio rental and papermaking materials

» Expert instruction and assistance on papermaking techniques
» Mini lantern workshop

* Bento lunch on 2nd day

+ Tea and snacks on both days

The workshop fee does not include:

» Meals, except for bento lunch on 2nd day

» Accommodation

» Transportation to Nagaoka (transportation between
Nagaoka and Oguni is included)

Registration § Payment Information
Early registration is appreciated; receive a 10% discount for
registration before Feb 9. Payment in full is required at
registration. No registrations will be accepted after Mar 1. To
register, please send an email to Paul Denhoed at
snowbachpress@gmail.com.

Travel to Nagaoha
For travel to Nagaoka, there are a number of options:
1. Shinkansen
e.g. - Depart Tokyo at 10:40am, arrive at Nagaoka at 12:09pm
2.Bus
A few different companies offer highway bus service from
Tokyo to Nagaoka. Travel time is about 4 hours. Choose to
travel in the morning on the day of the workshop, or travel
the day/night before and spend the night in Nagaoka.
3.Car
If you prefer to drive, please arrange your own travel, and
meet us at Oguni Washi promptly at 1:30pm.

For travel to Nagaoka from locations other than Tokyo, or

assistance with travel arrangements, please inquire.
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About Oguni Washi

The Oguni area of Nagaoka City (Niigata prefecture) lies in the
heart of the region known as “Snow Country’, and is home to a
papermaking tradition stretching back more than 300 years.
From the cultivation and preparation of kozo (paper mulberry
— the raw material for papermaking) to the drying and
finishing of the sheets, the Oguni Washi Papermaking
Workshop produces papers using traditional techniques that
take advantage of the abundant snow of the area. Oguni-gami,
the traditional paper of the region, has been recognised as an

intangible cultural asset.
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FAQ

Q - Can you help me to arrange travel and accommodation?
A — Yes. If necessary, please contact us to arrange assistance
with your travel reservations/accommodations.

Q — What languages will be supported?

A — All communication/instruction will be offered in English,
or through translation to English provided by Paul. The Imais
will speak Japanese.

Q - Can my child participate?

A — This workshop is recommended for age 16 and up.
Children 10-15 may be ok if accompanied by an adult. The
workshop is not recommended for children under 10.

Q — Will this event be offered in the future?
A — This workshop is being offered as a one-time event, though
iterations may be offered in the future.

Q - Are discounts available?
A — An early sign-up discount is available
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Q — What happens if the weather is bad?

A —TIf there is insufficient snow for snow bleaching, or in the
case of heavy rain or snow, we will need to make adjustments
to the itinerary. This may include adding an extra
papermaking session, or additional mini workshops
(examples). Refunds as a result of unforeseen weather
conditions will not be possible. We ask for your understanding
and flexibility.

Q — What type of clothing should I wear?

A — Tt will be March in the area known in Japan as “Snow
Country”, so expect snow! However, with climate change, it
has become a bit iffy as to how much snow to expect; at least a
metre is a good bet. Rubber boots and/or hiking boots. Dress
in layers so you can add/remove as necessary. You will likely
get wet, and there’s a small chance you will get dirty.

Q -~ Can I get a refund?
A — Refunds will be available as follows:
Cancellation prior to Feb 15:
Full refund, less ¥s5000 cancellation fee
Cancellation between Feb 16 and Feb 29:
50% refund
Cancellation after March 1:
No refund

Recommended Nagaohka Area Attractions
1. Nagaoha Fireworks Museum

2. Ornamental Carp Display

3. Asahi Sake Brewery

4. Eguchi Dango

5. Ao-re Nagaoha

6. Settaya Brewery Town

Further recommendations available upon request.
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